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Blessings and Musings
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From the Pastor:
My mother-in-law, Vera died last month at the age of 95, so we had some

relatives come and stay with us and attend the funeral. It was Deborah’s sister-in-

law, Kathleen and her two grown children and they are very nice people and we
like them and enjoy having them with us. However, Kathleen brought along her
fluffy, white dog, Teddy and I couldn’t help but think what a nuisance that must
be to drag a dog all the way from Kansas City. | realized that we were going to
have a dog in the house and that is not something that | look forward to. | have a
pretty firm policy that the people should live inside the house and the animals
should live outside the house, so this was an adjustment for me.

When we all went to the funeral we had to leave Teddy alone in the house.
There was no crate and he was just going to be running free. Everybody but me
seemed to think that this was no problem and that Teddy would be fine. | had
visions of a big hole being chewed in the carpet and dog poop sprinkled
throughout the house. This did not happen.

However, when we returned home after the funeral dinner we walked over
strips of wood scattered all over the floor in the laundry room and the kitchen.
Teddy had eaten his way through the kitchen door! He had created his own
doggy door into the laundry room and then tried unsuccessfully to get through
the metal door to the garage!

We were all shocked at the carnage left behind and we had assurances that
Teddy never did this kind of thing before. Kathleen took Teddy and whispered
sweet nothings in his ear and made him fold his paws and pray for forgiveness.
Watching this almost made me feel worse than the demolished door, however.
I said nothing and went and changed my clothes and began working on the next
sermon. |think Kathleen wondered if | would ever speak to them again, but | did.

| reminded myself that situations like this are opportunities o work on my
character defects of intolerance, impatience and resentments. 1| related this story
to a friend and they said, “Didn’t that make you mad?” That is an interesting
question. 1t implies that the behavior of others can dictate our feelings and what
we do about those feelings. That is not true. | might have chosen to be mad in
this situation, but it was not because | had no choice.

You might take issue with the following statement, but it is absolutely true.
Nobody can make you mad! You might be mad, but it was not because someone
made you mad. You chose to be mad. You could have chosen to feel something
else. You are in charge of your feelings. Why would you want to let somebody
else be in charge of your emotions? If that were true, you and | would just be




puppets with others pulling our strings at will. Moreover, nobody can make you
happy either if you really don’t want to be. Nobody can make you scared or
disappointed or lonely or any other feeling for that matter. You are in charge of
that. :

The best example of a person not having their feelings controlled by another is
Jesus. He had people crucifying him, beating him and jeering at him and had
every reason to be angry and hateful to these people. But Jesus chose not to feel
hate, but compassion and understanding. He prayed, “Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they are doing”. That is being in charge of your own feelings!

S0, | could have been angry at Teddy and his owner, but | endeavored instead
to feel pity and understanding. Teddy was in a strange place and was just trying
to get through to the last place that he saw his family leave the house. Kathleen
lost her husband and finds comfort in having Teddy with her wherever she goes,
so it made sense for her to bring him along on the trip.

In like fashion, don’t we all find out that there are some people who are
irritating and seem to pull our chain? What might happen if we resisted the
impulse to immediately go to anger and instead go to curiosity and wonder how
that person was raised and what they have been through in life. In short, what if
we tried to see things from their perspective and understand them? It might go
better and our lives might have more serenity. It worked for Jesus. It could work
for us.
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OFFICERS AND DEACONS FOR THE CONGREGATION

President: George Bennett

Vice President: David Shears

Secretary: Carol Shears

Treasurer: Nancy Sowers

Deacon of Worship: Kathie Loser

Deacon of Evangelism: Eddie Slaven
Deacon of Social Ministries: Marilyn Pierce
Deacon of Stewardship: Dick Zarse
Deacon of Property: Bill Feldheiser
Deacon of Education: Becca Key-Kerr



The five little Lutheran Church
mice redlly live d busy life. We
wdatched a group of members
cleaning up the closets in the church
basement on April 25th.  On May
2nd we watched the man put new
carpet in the elevator.

It seems like there is a lot going
on every day of the week. We are
busy watching everyone who comes
to Pete’s Pantry for their groceries.
W pray that God will bless all the
people who come 1o get help from
the Pantry.

All of the mice would like 1o
thank all the churches that
participate in supplying money,
food, and volunteers to help work at
Pete's Pantry. Workers come from
the following churches: First
Nazarene, Christion Congregation,
Broadway Park Church, First
Christian, and the Lutheran Church.
All of God's people working
together to feed the hungry.

Squeeky, The Lutheran Church
Mouse

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY
Happy Father’s Day to all the
father’'s in the congregation. May
you have a wonderful day with your
families. Father's are special
people who provide for their families
and love them very much. Go
have a great day.

NEW OFFICERS FOR LADIES’ AID
President: Connie Knigga
Vice President: June Zirkle
Secretary: Andrea Barnett
Treasurer;  Susie Remington

These officers will be installed at the
same time the Church officers and
Deacons.
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Lutheran Church
of Our Blessed Savior
309 West Washington

PO Box 206
Alexandria IN 46001

Church Office :

765-724-3671 |
Pastor Kal Rissman  §
Home: 765-754-7381 |
Work: 765-747-3508 |

‘It convert, is there an amazing grace period?”
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ORGANIST
2 Marilyn Pierce
9 Marilyn Pierce
16 Marilyn Pierce
23 Marilyn Pierce
30 Marilyn Pierce

ASSISTING MINISTERS

2 Andrea Barnett
9 Peggy Cox
16 Mike Thompson
23 Dick Zarse
30 Emily Closser
GREETERS
2
9 Susie Remington
16
23
30

COUNTERS

David Shears/Carol Shears
Becky Howard/Connie Knigga
Emily Closser/Debbie Rissman
Linda Howerton/Susie Remington
June Zirkle/Marilyn Pierce

LECTORS

Nancy Sowers
Carol Shears

Shon Littlefield
Becca Key-Kerr
Linda Howerton
SOUND EQUIPMENT
David Shears

ALTAR GUILD

Bob and Judy
Stevens

DEACONS
George Benneft
Becky Howard
Donna Key-Kerr
June Zirkle
Tammy DiRuzza






